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Some time ago, I heard a very beautiful song when I was watching TV.
The singer was singing the song in an amazing way. I like to sing, so I found
it interesting. The next day, I looked for information about it on the Internet.
I found that it was a kind of shimauta.

“Shimauta” is the name of a famous song. But it has another meaning.
It also means the folk songs of the Amami Islands. Do you know the Amami
Islands? They are in Kagoshima Prefecture.

In the Amami Islands, every village has its own shimauta. Its words
are a little different from those of other villages, so you can enjoy singing or
listening to a lot of variations of the same song.

There are many famous singers from the Amami Islands. Hajime
Chitose is one of them. In 2002, she became famous for singing “Wadatsumi
no Ki.” She sings popular songs with shimauta techniques, such as vibrato
and falsetto. I like her singing.

Now I'm interested in shimauta. 1 want to visit the Amami Islands and

learn more about it. I want to sing like Hajime Chitose.
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a the Amami Islands b “Shimauta” — a famous song

¢ Hajime Chitose d folk songs of the Amami Islands
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a I heard a beautiful song on TV. It was a shimauta. “Shimauta” is the name of

a famous song, but it also means the folk songs of the Amami Islands. I became
interested in the Amami Islands. I want to visit the islands some day.

b I heard a beautiful song on TV. It was a shimauta. The singer was Hajime

Chitose. Hajime Chitose is from the Amami Islands. There are many famous
singers from the Amami Islands. I want to visit the islands some day.

¢ Shimauta are the folk songs of the Amami Islands. In the Amami Islands, every

village has its own shimauta. Hajima Chitose is a famous singer from there. 1
want to visit the islands and learn more about shimauta.

d Shimauta are the folk songs of the Amami Islands. In the Amami Islands, every

village has its own shimauta. There are many famous singers like Hajime
Chitose there. I want to visit the islands and enjoy listening to them.
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