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The Happy Prince Original work by Oscar Wilde

The statue of the Happy Prince stood in the city. It was all gold. The prince’s eyes were two blue
jewels, and there was a large red jewel on his sword. Everyone said, “He is beautiful. He looks happy.”

One night, a little Swallow flew over the city. He was flying to a hot country in the south. He flew
down to the statue. Then the statue said to the Swallow, “Little Swallow, I am the Happy Prince. But
I'm not happy. I can see all the sad things in the city. I see a woman in a poor house. Her little boy is ill
in bed. Take her the red jewel out of my sword.”

“My friends are waiting for me in the south,” said the Swallow.

The Prince said, “Stay with me for one night.”

The Swallow said OK. He picked up the red jewel and flew away with it. He went to the poor house
and put the jewel in it.

The next morning, the Prince said to the Swallow, “Stay with me for one more night. I see a young
student. He is very hungry. My eyes are blue jewels. Pick out one of them and take it to him.”

“Pick out your eye?” said the Swallow. “I can’t do that.”

“Please do it for me,” said the Prince. The Swallow picked out one of the Prince’s eyes and took it to
the student.

The next morning, the Prince said to the Swallow, “Stay with me for another night, I see a little
match-girl. She is very poor. Pick out my other eye and give it to her.” The Swallow picked out the
Prince’s other eye and took it to the match-girl.

The Swallow came back to the Prince and said, “You can’t see now. I am going to stay with you
always.”

“Thank you,” said the Prince. “Now fly over the city and look at all the things there.”

From the next day, the Swallow flew over the city and saw all the poor people. He flew back and told
the Prince about them. “My coat is gold,” said the Prince. “You can take it off and give it to the poor people.”
The Swallow picked off the gold and carried it to the poor people. Soon the Happy Prince became gray.

Then the snow came. The Swallow was very, very cold, but he did not leave the Prince. One day,
the Swallow said to the Prince, “Goodbye, dear Prince!”

“You are going to the south at last?” asked the Prince.

“I am not going to the south,” said the Swallow. “I am going to die.” Then the Swallow fell down and
died at the Prince’s feet.

The next morning, people looked up at the statue. “The Happy Prince looks dirty. He’s not gold
now,” they said. “And look, there is a dead bird at his feet.” They pulled down the statue of the Happy

Prince and threw it away with the dead Swallow.
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@O The Happy Prince wanted to give the red jewel to ( ) .

@ The Happy Prince wanted to give the gold to ( ) .

a the poor people b a hungry young student

¢ a little match-girl d a woman with a sick boy
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One night, I flew down to the statue of the Happy Prince. The Prince asked me to give
his red jewel to a poor woman. I had to fly to the ( ® ), but I said OK. The next

morning, he asked me to give a blue jewel to a hungry student. And the next morning, he

asked me to give the other blue jewel to a match-girl. He lost both of his ( @ ). 1

decided to stay with him. From the next day, I started to take off his gold coat and give it to
the poor people in the city. The snow came. I was very cold. I fell down at the Prince’s feet.

I died. But I was happy. The Prince was gray, but he looked happy, too.
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