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Marie Curie

Have you heard of Marie Curie? She was one of the greatest scientists in the world.

Marie Curie was born in Poland as Maria Sklodowska. As a little girl, she liked
studying very much. She finished high school at age 16 as one of the top students. In
those days, women in Poland could not go to university. But she didn’t want to stop
studying. So she decided to go to university in Paris. She taught children to make
money and began to save as much as she could.

Finally, when she was 24 years old, she was able to go to Paris and become a
student at the Sorbonne. She studied math and physics. Soon she was the top student
in physics. Around this time, Marie met Pierre Curie, a teacher of physics at the
Sorbonne. They fell in love and got married. They began to work on physics together.
In 1898, they discovered two new elements. They named them polonium and radium.
For this great work, they were given the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1903.

Marie continued working with Pierre, but her life was not an easy one. In 1906, Pierre
was killed in a traffic accident. This made Marie very sad. She was also troubled by
the attitude of other scientists. Most of them seemed to look down on her because she was

( ) and she was from a foreign country. But she never gave up. She believed

that scientists should focus on their work. Sex and nationality should not matter. She
worked even harder than before, and in 1911 she was given the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
Marie Curie died when she was 67 years old. She received two Nobel Prizes, but

she was not interested in glory or money. She was only interested in science.
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1867 Marie Curie was born in Poland.

1891 Marie went to France and became a student at the Sorbonne.
1895 @ )

1903 (@ )

1911 (©) )

1934 Marie died when she was 67 years old.

a Marie was given the Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
b Marie and Pierre were given the Nobel Prize in Physics.
¢ Marie and Pierre discovered polonium and radium.

d Marie married Pierre, a teacher of physics at the Sorbonne.
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